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G 18 months most children:\ G/ 24 months most childrenm G 36 months most childrenﬁ
e use at least 20 words in- e use up to 50 words and e use 300 words including
cluding nouns combine 2 words together pronouns (she, he, them)
e use simple prepositions e.g. e ask questions e talk in short sentences of 4-
up, down L 5 words
e use combinations of words
e use adjectives e.g. hot, they have made and not e use and understand new
sleepy and use social words memorised for example, words every day
such as hi, bye “teddy gone” rather than e
“bye bye” e will still find some sounds
e copy words they hear from difficult to make
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What can you do to support language development at home?

Most children between two and three years of age are desperate to communicate with you. Some
children start off communicating through their behaviour and then as they get better at talking begin
to use more words. It is important to remember that behaviour is communication.

Make talking & learning new words fun. Get down on the floor & play, allow them to choose the toy
to play with then copy, comment & contribute to the play. This helps children to hear lots of clear
examples of words & phrases. Descriptive commentary would be an ideal technique.

You can support receptive language skills (what your child understands) by:

e Talk often to your child, describe things that are happening in the environment and comment on
actions they are doing using simple short sentences. Remember to stop after each of your com-
ments to let your little one process (think) about the words you have just said.

e Provide opportunities for new experiences and introduce new words by pointing out objects and
talking about what you can see.

e Say your child’s name and make eye contact before talking to them, this will help your child to
know you are talking to them. Count to 10 before saying their name again.

e Give your child visual and contextual clues when talking. For example at dinner time put their
plate on the table and hold out your hand whilst saying “it’s dinner time now”.

You can support expressive language skills (what your child says and how they use language) by:
e Be interested in what your child is trying to say to you to help them become confident in talking.

e Give your child many opportunities to talk during everyday activities; remember to pause when
you have asked a question to allow time for your child to process the words before answering.

e Repeat back what your child has just said to you, pronounce the words correctly and then expand
upon them. For example if your child says: “ball”.... you say “Yes, it’s a red ball”
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