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Modern Foreign Languages Quality Mark

Why the Liverpool Primary Languages Quality Mark?

Background
Liverpool has maintained a leading position in primary language education since 2000, establishing a strong and well‑recognised foundation for high‑quality Modern Foreign Languages provision.

SIL’s MFL Team is composed of highly-skilled advisory teachers and experienced tutors, all of whom are fluent in French or Spanish and committed to delivering consistently high standards of teaching.

We currently provide language lessons in 70 primary schools across the city and surrounding areas. All provision is delivered in line with SIL’s comprehensive Scheme of Work, which is fully aligned with the National Programme of Study for MFL and ensures clear, sustained progression for pupils throughout Key Stage 2.

Benefits
The Liverpool MFL Team has devised the Primary Languages Quality Mark to help primary schools to evaluate, develop and celebrate their achievements in foreign language provision. This will guide schools towards recognising best practice and securing the national requirements as set out in the Programme of Study for KS2.  

Process
Schools can apply for the Quality Mark by submitting an evidence-based portfolio.  

Cost for accreditation of £650 +VAT for 3 years

For non-Liverpool schools the entire process can be completed remotely.

Support
All schools are eligible for support to help them with the application process. The MFL Team will guide schools through the process and will advise on how to reach the required standard.














Form 1: Details of school applying for award

	Name of school
	

	Address
	


	Telephone number
	

	Email
	

	Headteacher
	

	MFL Subject Leader
	

	Language(s) taught and for how long
	


	Short description of language provision in school.
	





	Headteacher signature 
	

	MFL Subject Leader
signature
	
































Providing evidence for the award
Schools should produce a portfolio of evidence based on the following areas. Below is a brief description of each area with examples. Schools will need to provide evidence for all the areas for each level of the award. 

	Curriculum
	Regular timetabled weekly lessons, based on a scheme of work, covering all four skill areas, which show clear progression, differentiation and challenge. Language embedded into daily school life to support the curriculum. 

	Assessment
	Evidence of robust monitoring of progression, via pupil tracking, which is reported to parents. Some evidence of achievement of age-related expectations in all four skill areas. Assessment is used to inform planning. 

	Subject leadership
	Attendance at subject leader meetings. Parity with other foundation subjects. MFL provision is monitored and evaluated by the Subject Lead.

	International dimension
	Some international activity within the last 12 months. E.g., Foundation level International Schools’ Award [ISA].

	Transition
	Transfer of assessment data to secondary schools.

	Language skills
	Discrete lessons taught by a language specialist.

	Documentation 
	An action plan, a policy, schemes of work and planning should be in place.

	Teaching
	Each Key Stage 2 class should receive at least one 30-minute MFL lesson per week. There should be evidence of planning based on a scheme of work. Each lesson should be part of a sequence of lessons and should show progression.  Teaching should cover all four skill areas and show evidence of differentiation and challenge. The class teacher should support the specialist language teacher by participating in the lesson, displaying the target language and pupils’ work in the class and where possible, embedding the language into daily life. 

	Commitment to languages
	Whole school commitment. All staff should promote a positive attitude to language learning. CPD delivered by Subject Lead.

	Profile
	The profile of languages should be evident in the school in the form of displays, assemblies, blogs, newsletters, links and extra-curricular activities e.g: visits and clubs.









Form 2: 

	Curriculum
	



	Assessment
	



	Subject leadership
	



	International dimension
	



	Transition
	



	Language skills
	



	Documentation 
	



	Teaching
	



	Commitment to languages
	


	Profile
	












Steps

Route A

1. Complete application Form 1 and e-mail to dawn.reardon@SIL-Ltd.co.uk to register intent

2. Complete Form 2

3. Compile a portfolio of evidence based on the ten headings in Form 2

4. E-mail Form 2 and evidence to dawn.reardon@SIL-Ltd.co.uk  

5. Feedback will be given based on the application form and portfolio submitted

6. If the evidence is acceptable, a visit to the school will be arranged to evaluate the MFL provision and further evidence in the school setting

7. The evaluation visit will consist of a meeting with the MFL Subject Leader and Head Teacher, lesson observations, a learning walk and interviews with pupils

8. Successful schools will be awarded the Liverpool Quality Mark for MFL and will receive a feedback report, certificate and digital logo to use

9. The Award is valid for three years. Schools can apply for re-accreditation after this period



ROUTE B [REMOTE PROCESS]

Steps 1-5 as in Route A

6. If the evidence in acceptable, in lieu of a school visit the school must submit video recordings of a minimum of three MFL lessons; pupil questionnaires; photographs of pupils' MFL books 

7. Microsoft Teams meeting with Headteacher and MFL Subject Lead

Steps 8-9 as in Route A
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School Improvement Liverpool Limited is a company controlled by a local authority within the meaning of Part V Local Government and Housing Act of 1989.
The controlling authority is Liverpool City Council.




