
German Network Now: Living the Language
Towards an ‘authentic German’ language classroom
University of Liverpool
ULMS (Management School Building) SR5
9 June 2026, 9.00-13.00
Registration link

Programme

9.00	 Registration
9.30  	Welcome:  Prof Anna Saunders (German Subject Lead, University of Liverpool), Dr Dorothea Mücke-Herzberg (Honorary Consul of the Federal Republic of Germany, Liverpool), Dr Ruth Whittle (Project Lead: German Network Now: Living the Language)
9.45 	Auf Schatzsuche mit dem/der GEM
What German Expert Mentors can bring to the German classroom: mentoring and CPD; example in practice, Sally Conroy, Cardinal Newham 6th Form College, Preston
10.45	Refreshments and networking
11.00 	Languages Gateway, Dr Ian Ellison (University of Oxford and University of Liverpool Alumni)
 Der neue A-Level Deutsch vom Goethe-Institut 
11.20	Workshop: Spot German! – Hunting for Linguistic Treasures and Discovering German in Everyday Life (Dr Katharina Hirt, University of Koblenz, Germany + students)
12.00 	Conversational Diamonds: Polish your Students’ Discourse Markers to Boost Fluency and Confidence (Dr Ulrike Bavendiek, University of Liverpool)
12.20 	Sprach-Strategien zum Mitnehmen: Was Schülerinnen mitbringen: Mehrsprachigkeit und Language Portraits im Deutschunterricht (Sandra Reisenleutner, University of Nottingham)
12.40 	Lunch
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Book of Abstracts and session previews

Spot German! – Hunting for Linguistic Treasures and Discovering German in Everyday Life
Dr Katharina Hirt + students
University of Koblenz
German is all around us – on street signs, shop windows, posters, and product labels. But how can this everyday presence of the language be brought into the classroom?
In this workshop, we present a ready-to-use teaching unit in which students become treasure hunters on the lookout for German in their own environment. Armed with an app, they set out to spot and photograph German signs, words, and phrases at school, in the streets, and in other public spaces. Back in the classroom, they analyse their finds together and reflect on the role of German in their surroundings.
The unit is designed for direct use in German as a foreign language classes and promotes not only language skills but also observation, curiosity, and intercultural awareness. During the workshop, we will take you through the treasures that students in Germany uncovered while hunting for English in their everyday surroundings – and show you how to adapt this experience for your own German language classroom.

Conversational Diamonds: Polish your Students’ Discourse Markers to Boost Fluency and Confidence
Dr Ulrike Bavendiek
University of Liverpool
Have your learners discovered the hidden gems of conversation yet? Discourse markers - often overlooked in language teaching - play a crucial role in achieving natural, fluent, and confident spoken interaction. Small but powerful words like ah, ja, nun, and genau can facilitate turn-taking, signal understanding, and enhance coherence in conversation. 
In this session we’ll explore practical classroom techniques to help learners notice, practice, and polish these “conversational diamonds.”  Drawing on examples from authentic materials, we will explore strategies for integrating discourse markers into communicative practice, thereby fostering learners’ pragmatic competence and conversational fluency. Participants will gain insights into how focused attention on these subtle linguistic features can significantly improve learners’ oral proficiency and confidence in real-world communication.


Sprach-Strategien zum Mitnehmen: Was Schülerinnen mitbringen: Mehrsprachigkeit und Sprachenporträts im Deutschunterricht
Sandra Reisenleutner 
University of Nottingham)
Participants look at how students’ varied language backgrounds can enrich learning in the language classroom through intercomprehension, language portraits, and linguistic landscaping.
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